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On the jubilee 25 International Symposium of Ceramics in Bechyné 2012
a spontaneously appeared common theme of a figure — human figure in
all possible art forms — from realistic almost life-size works, geometric
stylization, great figurative abstraction inspired by children’s drawing,
and naive grotesque with folklore elements, to stylization derived from
vernacular art. Six participating European artists materialized their visions
mainly using various kinds of stoneware, which is typical for Bechyné
symposium, using minimum of glazes, metal oxides and engobes which are
used to potentiate plasticity of the shape or the ideas behind the art piece.

An indispensible aspect of the meeting was reviving the contact with the
best of traditional craft of pottery making. With often neglected and played
down basics: wheel throwing and then wood firing. Actually the approach
of overseas artists to the classic “pottery making” reiterates the interest
of foreign artists to apply these practices in a top-notch style. In North
American context, we are talking about a strong school connected with
targeted experimentation, glaze research and controlled natural firings.
Ceramists are using local materials and historical technologies. Typical
of their approach is inspiration from Far East ancient ceramics, searching
for original surface working, building of their own furnaces and ex post
installation of the outcomes influenced by Japanese or early American
setters” interiors. Common link in their art is searching for their own roots
and place in the globalized world. At the symposium, this approach brings
about a confrontation with tradition of the local Secondary School of Arts
and Crafts and its teachers, which cannot be forgotten in the Czech context.

Figure, shape, tradition and craftsmanship became the basis of an
interesting creative, professional, but also a discussion environment.

The jubilee symposium could take place thanks to the support of the South
Bohemian Region, company Laufen CZ and partnership with International
Museum of Ceramics in Bechyné and Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague.
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Na jubilejnim pétadvacatem Mezinarodnim sympoziu keramiky v Bechyni
v roce 2012 se zcela spontanné objevilo spolecné téma figury, lidské figury
v celé Sifi soucasného vytvarného pojeti, od realistického ztvarnéni témer
v zivotni velikosti, geometrickou stylizaci, pres silné abstrahovani figury
vychazejici z détske kresby, po naivistickou grotesku s prvky folkloru, ke
stylizaci vychazejici z vernakularniho uméni. Sest zi¢astnénych umélct
z Evropy zhmotnilo své vize predevsim z rozdilnych druh kamenin, coz je
pro bechynské sympozium typické, a s minimalnim vyuzitim glazur, kysli¢ni-
kd kovi a engob slouzicich k umocnéni a plasticité tvaru nebo ideje dila.

Nezanedbatelnym aspektem setkani se stalo i znovuoziveni kontaktd
s tim nejlepsim z tradicni femeslné vyroby keramiky. S ¢asto opomijenymi
a bagatelizovanymi zaklady: s toCenim na kruhu a naslednym palenim dre-
vem. Pravé pristup ke klasické ,hrnciné” zamorskych umélct znovu poukazu-
je na zajem zahranic¢nich umélcd uplatnit tyto postupy ve vrcholném prove-
deni. V severoamerickém kontextu jde o silnou skolu, spojenou s cilenym
experimentovanim, s vyzkumem glazovani a fizenych pfirodnich vypald.
Keramici pouzivaji lokalni materialy a historické technologie. Pfiznacné
byva pro jejich pfistup pouceni z dalnévychodni historické keramiky, hleda-
ni originalnich Gprav povrchu, stavéni vlastnich peci a nasledna instalace
vysledk(l ovlivnéna japonskym interiérem nebo vybavenim prvnich americ-
kych osadnikd. Jejich tvorbou se prolina nalézani viastnich koren( a mista
v globalizovaném svété. Na sympoziu tento pristup dava vzniknout kon-
frontaci s tradici mistni Stredni umeéleckoprimyslové Skoly keramické a jejich
pedagogd, na niz nelze v ceském kontextu zapomenout.

Figura, tvar, tradice a remeslo se staly zakladem zajimavého tvrciho,
pracovniho, ale i diskusniho prostredi.

Jubilejni sympozium se mohlo uskutecnit diky podpore JihoCeského kraje,
podniku Laufen CZ a odborné spoluprace Mezinarodniho muzea keramiky
v Bechyni a Uméleckopriimyslového musea v Praze.
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Markéta Novakova

Vaza - Objekt / Vase - Object
kamenina a jemna kamenina,
modelovano

stoneware and soft stoneware, modeled
v./h. 51,5 cm, UPM No0.106.089

photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM

2

Sarka Radova

Stiny / Shadows

Kamenina, porcelan drevo, modelovano
stoneware, porcealin, wood, modeled
50x53x15cma38x67x 15 cm, MMK
photo: Marta Pavlikova a Daniela
VVokounova
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Myriam Urtz

Zivot na této planeté je vzdy balanc /
Living on this Planet is Always a Balancing
Act

kamenina, glazovano, modra engoba,
modelovano, razitkovano / stoneware,
glazed, blue engobe, modeled, stamping
v./h. 54 cm, UPM No. 106.090

photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM

4

Lara Antonova

Kvitecky / Little Flowers
kamenina, modelovano, glazovano
stoneware, modeled, glazed

v./h. cm, MMK

photo: Libor HoSek

5

Miroslav Oliva

Andél / Angel

Samotova hlina, modelovano, kysli¢niky
kov( / fireclay, modeled, metal peroxides
v./h. 59,5 cm, UPM No. 105.897

photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM
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Markus Urbanik

Do6za s vikem palena v peci na dievo
/ Wood-fired lidded jar

kamenina, toceno, glazovano
stoneware, thrown, modeled, glazed
v./h. 27 cm, UPM No. DE 105.900ab
photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM
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Markus Urbanik

Cukfenka s vikem palena v peci na dfevo
/ Wood-fired lidded sugar bowl
kamenina, glazovano, tofeno / stoneware,
glazed, wheeling

v./h. 15,5 cm, UPM No. 105.901ab

photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM
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Markéta Novakova

Objekt II. / Object Il

kamenina a jemna kamenina, modelovano
stoneware and soft stoneware, modeled
v./h. 50 cm, MMK

photo: Libor HoSek
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Martin Tagseth

Malé mésto / Small Town

kamenina palena v peci na dfevo, toceno,
modelovano, glazovano / wood-fired
stoneware, wheeling, modeled, glazed
v./h. 15-33 cm, MMK

photo: Libor HoSek

10

Sarka Radova

Zahrada / Garden
multimedia / mixed media
v./h. 58 cm, UPM No. 106.091
photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM

1

Monika Hinterberger

Kracejici / Walker

kamenina, platova konstrukce, pisek,
glazovano / stoneware, slab construction,
sand, glazed

v./h. 43,5 cm, UPM No. 106.088

photo: Gabriel Urbanek, UPM




